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cause believed by all to be most precious, and where
I was confirmed in the habit of considering America
as my country and Congress as my government."

Love of country, however, was not the only
quality which soldiering developed in Marshall
The cheerfulness and courage which illuminated
his patriotism brought him popularity among men.
Though but a lieutenant, he was presently made
a deputy judge advocate. In this position he dis-
played notable talent in adjusting differences be-
tween officers and men and also became acquainted
with Washington's brilliant young secretary, Alex-
ander Hamilton.

While still in active service in 1780, Marshall
attended a course of law lectures given by George
Wythe at William and Mary College. He owed
this opportunity to Jefferson, who was then Gov-
ernor of the State and who had obtained the abo-
lition of the chair of divinity at the college and
the introduction of a course in law and another
in medicine. Whether the future Chief Justice
was prepared to take full advantage of the oppor-
tunity thus offered is, however, a question. He
had just fallen heels over head in love with Mary
Ambler, whom three years later he married, and
his notebook seems to show us that his thoughts